Earth Science Absolute and Relative Dating Quiz

Name __________________








Period __________









Date __________________
1. According to fossil evidence, when did life first show up on the Earth?
______________________________________________

2. What is the limiting factor, on land the size to which arthropods can grow?

_____________________________________________________________

3. What is the importance of the “Burgess Shale” to Paleontologists?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

4. What two factors are required to make a good index fossil?

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

5. Describe, draw, and label the difference between Cast and Mold.
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6. For the picture shown below, what is the second youngest of layers in site 2?

__________________

7. What are the two types of environments which the fossils must have come from in site 1? 

__________________________ & _____________________________
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8. Which part of absolute dating is the most important, which is used to calibrate all the others?
__________________________________________

9. What did Henri Becquerel have to do with absolute dating?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

10. Draw and label the radioactive decay curve for C14.
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11. What is meant by the term “daughter element?” ___________________________

__________________________________________________________________
12. What is an “asymptote?” _____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

13. Which elemental decay process is best used to date dinosaurs?
__________________________________________________________________

14. Draw and label any Cambrian Arthropod.
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