Fossil Dig Lab




Name ________________________
Date ___________

Period _______
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Fossil Key 

Organism



Age
	Mammal Vertebrae
	?

	Mammal Jaw
	40,000 yrs

	Plant
	?

	Trilobite
	200,000,000 yrs

	Clam
	250,000,000 yrs

	Shark Teeth
	100,000 yrs

	Coral
	10,000 yrs

	Gastropod
	150,000,000 yrs


1. What two environments are represented in order of age?
Oldest ______________, Younger ______________, Youngest _______________

2. Which letter is the intrusion? _________ Why are there no fossils in the intrusion?

__________________________________________________________________

3. In the geologic cross-section drawing above, write in an age range for each layer. (That means two numbers) Oldest to youngest for each layer.

4. An unknown fossil was found in layer B. What is the age range that it might be, and what environment must it have lived in? And how do you know?

Age range from ___________________ to ________________________

Environment ___________________________________

How do you know? _________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

5. The jaw bone is a particular mammal that lived all over the earth for only a short period of time. (40,000-45,000 years ago) What do we call this type of fossil? 

_______________
What must be the age range of the Large mammal vertebrae or plant?

________________ to ________________

How do you know? _________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

6. Which layer is missing in F? ____________
What special name do we give to layer F, and what must have happened there?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
