Crowder’s Earth Science Course #S08

04/05  Course Syllabus

1. Plate Tectonics and Land Forms, Topographic Mapping

· Earth Quake Epicenter Location, Volcanoes, Oceanic Sea Floor Spreading

· 3 Dimensional / 2 Dimensional Relief Topological Representations

2. Rocks and Minerals

· Identification Labs

· Rock Cycle

3. Historical Geology

· Methods of Dating Fossils and Historical Evidence

· Geologic Time Line

4. Weather

· Atmospheric Composition & Stratification

· Humidity, Meteorological Charts

· Weather Patterns, Hurricanes, Tornadoes

5. Astronomy

· Astronomic Distance & Methods of Determination & Light Physics

· Observed Phenomena, Nebulae, Clusters, Galaxies

Grading Criteria

50% Summative Assessments:

Reports/Tests


Four take home Essay (Science Report) tests – One per Quarter

At least two large open note tests – One or two per Semester.
50% Formative Assessments:

Projects/CPAT

Three mini-Science Fair type projects – One per Quarter for the first three Quarters.



Cognitive Science skill prep exercises (CPAT) once per week.
Labs


Large multi-station multi-concept multi-day labs. One or more per quarter.
Minilabs


Multi-day assignments requiring multiple skills. Five or more per semester.
Classwork


Regular single day single concept assignments, occasional homework, extra credit.

Daily work is considered training for the overall goal of understanding major concepts. 

Classroom Expectations & Policies
· A class set of Science Books will be available for daily use, single night checkout from library is available.
· A science 3 ring notebook, provided by students, is required daily
· Missing work can be made up only until the end of each unit for full credit, except for homework, or work 


given by Substitute Teachers.

· Students are only allowed out of the classroom one at a time 
· Tardies will enter the detention policy at step one

· No gum, candy, coats, or backpacks will be allowed in the classroom

· Misbehavior for substitute teachers will result in 3 half hour after school detentions

Detention Policy

Step 1
five minute detention at lunch

Step 2
two 5 minute detentions at lunch

Step 3
thirty minute detention after school (or 3X step 1)

Step 4
referral to the office and phone talk with parents

